
From 1946, the Information and Research Section of the Department of Railways issued  
quiz books to the public. In the spirit of sharing that knowledge of the railways, we are  

presenting some of the interesting facts contained in some of these quiz books. 

 Railway Quiz Brought to
you by

  Photo credit: Crowds gather to cheer the first train leaving Central Station in 1906. State Records NSW 

QUESTION 1

ACTIVITY 1 QUIZ QUESTIONS

What year did the first 
railway line in NSW open? 

1901

1770

1795

1810

1855

Colour in the steam cloud with the correct answer.



QUESTION 2

QUESTION 5 How many different classes of travel were available 
when the NSW Railways first begun in 1855? 

How many stations were on the  
Sydney–Parramatta line in 1855?  QUESTION 4

TWO TWELVE EIGHT SIX

How many times has the location of  
Sydney Terminal changed?  

SIX

NEVER

TWOFOUR

QUESTION 3 When did the first electric  
passenger train operate in NSW?  

1880 1926

1972 1990

Colour in the steam cloud with the correct answer.

Colour in the correct answer.

Circle the carriage with the correct answer.

Write the correct answer on the dotted line below.



What were the original names of the following stations?

ACTIVITY 2  MULTIPLE CHOICE

CROYDON

 � Ashfield

 � Croydon Park

 � Redfern

 � Five Dock

REDFERN

 � South Sydney

 � Alexandria

 � Eveleigh 

 � Redbank

STRATHFIELD

 � Redmyre 

 � Croydon

 � Burwood

 � Homebush

RYDALMERE

 � Ryde

 � Meadowbank

 � Victoria Road

 � Five Dock

 � Dundas

 � Ermington

DUNDAS

 � Ermington

 � Kissing Point Road

 � Brickfield Hill

 � North Rocks

WAVERTON

 � Bay Road 

 � Wollstonecraft

 � North Sydney

 � Lavender Bay

LIDCOMBE

 � Dumbleton, then Redmyre

 � Haslem’s Creek, then Rookwood

 � Shepherd’s Cross, then Auburn

 � Pearce’s Corner, then Cemetery

OURIMBAH

 � South Wyong

 � Wamberal Interchange

 � Blue Gum Flat 

 � Tuggerah Lakes

EPPING

 � Beecroft South

 � Eastwood Park

 � Brush Farm

 � Carlingford

BLAXLAND

 � Wentworth

 � Lawson

 � Wascoe’s 

 � Spring Hill

THIRLMERE

 � Redbank 

 � South Picton

 � Bargo Brush

 � Thirroul

WAHROONGA

 � South Hornsby

 � East Normanhurst 

 � Pearce’s Corner

 � Coleman’s Siding

Tick the correct answer.



ACTIVITY 1 QUIZ ANSWERS

Q 1 What year did the first railway line in NSW open? 
If you chose 1855, well done! 

The ceremony of turning the first sod marking the start of construction of the Sydney–Parramatta railway  
was in 1850, although actual construction was delayed until 1851. The line opened on 26 September 1855, with the 
official train hauled by No. 1 Loco, which is now owned by the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences. 

In the north, the railway line between Newcastle and East Maitland opened on 30 March 1857.

When did the first electric passenger train operate in NSW?  

How many classes of travel have there been on the NSW Railways? 

How many stations were on the Sydney–Parramatta line in 1855?  

How many times has the location of Sydney Terminal changed?  
The current position of Sydney Terminal (Central Station) is its third location, so it has moved twice. The original was 
in what is now Sydney Yard, while the second was on the corner of Devonshire and George Streets. The third, where 
the station sits today, was opened in 1906, although work was not completed on the main building until 1920.

Q 2

Q 3
The City Underground (which later became the City Circle) was electrified from the beginning because of the difficulty 
in operating steam locomotives underground. The first electric passenger train ran on 1 March 1926 and it operated 
between Oatley and Sydney.

Q 4
There were six stations on the original line – you might recognise their names: Sydney, Newtown, Ashfield, Burwood, 
Homebush and Parramatta. 

Q 5
From 1855, there were three classes of travel – first class was fully enclosed and spacious, with thickly padded seats 
and carpets. The compartments in the second-class carriages were narrower and the upholstery harder. Third class 
had open sides with no windows and hard wooden seats with no padding. Third class travel was only used until June 
1863, and first-class disappeared from the Sydney services in 1940. Today travel in metropolitan Sydney is all a single 
class, while second class is referred to as economy on the long-distance trains. 
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